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Performance Notes
FX Pedal Markings Legend
FX needed - Distortion, Loop, WAH, Tremolo, and a Harmonizer 

Distortion ON

Distortion OFF

Begin Loop 

End Loop 

Loop OFF

WAH ON

WAH OFF 

 

Tremolo ON

Tremolo OFF 

Harmonist ON 

Harmonist OFF

(1octave below) 

 (WAH) open to close (up to down pedal) 

(WAH) close to open (down to up pedal) 

Program Notes

Peripheries is an exploration of the sonic margins where traditional acoustic craft meets the
driving energy of modern electronic dance music. Born out of a desire to find compelling
musical ways to integrate effects pedals with the bassoon’s unique timbre, the piece
reimagines the instrument not just as a melodic voice, but as a dynamic generator of
electronic textures. Across three interconnected movements, the work borrows rhythmic and
structural elements from various EDM sub-genres such as techno and house music, placing
the bassoon at the center of a pulsing, digital landscape.

The first movement establishes the sonic playground and the rules of engagement.
"Parameters" focuses on the setup of constraints - both musical and electronic - using tight
rhythmic frameworks and sharp, filtered textures to outline the playground in which the
bassoon and the audio track interact.

The second movement, "Boundaries,” pushes against those established limits. Here, the
music explores the friction of the edge. The bassoon tests the elasticity of its acoustic
identity, blending seamlessly into heavy house beats and ambient pads, flirting with the
boundary between the acoustic instrument and electronic manipulation.

“The Design” brings the architecture into full view. It is a high-energy culmination where the
periphery becomes the core. Utilizing driving techno and big house rhythms along with EDM
sounds, the amplified bassoon commands the sonic space while weaving with the audio to
create an interconnected electronic design.
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